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the county. The issuance of the summons shall be in the discretion
of the Judge. In taking the testimony of children under twelve years
of age the Court may, in its discretion, dispense with the formality
of placing them under oath.
SECTION 26. Jurisdiction in domestic relations matters.-In
matters of domestic relations the Court may prescribe by order the
behavior to be observed by any party to the proceeding. The Court
shall have such general and full jurisdiction as is had by circuit
judges in such matters and may award the custody of the children,
during the term of any order of protection, to either spouse or to
any appropriate relative as is for the best interest of the child.
SECTION 27. Nonsupport actions.-In all actions for nonsupprt,
the county attorney shall represent the plaintiff when so requested
by the Court. In such actions the Court may place the defendant on
probation, whereupon the probation officer for the circuit shall handle
the case as if on a conviction in the court of general sessions, and upon
the failure of the defendant to pay in accordance with the order of the
Court for support of his children, or his wife and children, the sum
provided, he shall, after notice of not less than four days, be adjudged
in contempt, if sufficient cause be shown therefor, and sentenced for
contempt.
SECTION 28. Further.-In all actions concerning nonsupport of
minor children the fact that the mother was at fault and has their
custody shall not relieve the father from his duty to support and
maintain his children. However, in such cases the ability of the mother
to aid shall be considered in fixing the amount to be paid by the
father.
SECTION 29. Domestic      relations  cases-further.-Once   the
Court acquires jurisdiction in a domestic relations case it may pass
all proper orders and make findings and judgments by default as if
the person summoned were present.
SECTION 30. Appeal bonds.-Service of notice of appeal shall not,
however, stay the operation of the judgment unless bond be given
guarantying the support order, such bond to be approved by the clerk
of the circuit court. The bond shall be in such amount as may be fixed
by the Judge. When bond is given it shall operate as a stay only until
the first and successive payments become due and, if such payments, or


